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Clean-Up Australia Day – 20 years 
Sunday 7th March 10am – noon 
Melton Botanic Garden 
Meet at Rotundas 
We had a good turn out last 
year.  Let’s try to make this year even bigger. 

This is a good fun event but 
you can also feel proud 
about what we achieve 
together to improve the 
Melton Botanic Garden and 
the environment.   
Melton Toyota is supporting 
us this year. 

This year celebrates the 20th year of Clean Up 
Australia Day. 
Please bring your own gloves and sturdy 
footwear (and don’t wear your best clothes). 
There is also a free BBQ at Hannah 
Watts for all volunteers immediately 
following the clean up. 
For more information phone:  
Janet Dyke: 0408 170 070  
or see website: www.cleanup.org.au   
FMBG Library 
We have books, DVDs and magazines in the 
library.  The library is on display at the regular 
monthly meetings. 
Recent purchases: Flora of Melbourne and 
Weeds of the South-East, Australia’s 
Eremophilas, Seed collection DVD, seed 
collection and propagation books. 
 

Search for a Patron 
On the Planning Day in January we identified 
finding a patron for the Melton Botanic Garden 
as a key activity. 
FMBG is calling for suggestions.  We have not 
determined any criteria so keep your mind open 
and thinking caps on then send us a name(s) 
together with a reason why they would be 
suitable. 
Suggestions to:  friends@fmbg.org.au  
 or  John @ 9743 3819 
 
 
Website of the month 
This month take a look at the “Plant This” 
website: www.plantthis.com.au  

 
There is useful information for your garden by 
way of articles and how-to-videos. 
On this website using the plant selector you can 
enter your postcode and other information about 
where you are planting to get a suggested list of 
plants.  The site can also be used as a plant 
finder to help locate a plant for that special spot. 
 
 
Welcome to Waterwatch 2010 
Six FMBG members who have been helping 
with water testing in Ryans Creek attended a 
Melbourne Water function on Tuesday 23rd 
February at Tabcorp Park.  This was a good 
networking opportunity.   
Congratulations to Friends of Toolern Creek on 
receiving an award for 5 years of water testing 
and to MEG and Brookfield Village on their 
Waterwatch recognition awards.    
If you would like to help with water testing 
please contact Janet Dyke on 9743 2733. 
  

  
Association of Friends  

of Botanic Gardens  
Conference in May at Mildura 
Wednesday 14th April 7.30pm 

DJ Cunningham Centre 
Exford Rd, Melton South  

Melways 342 K3 
Information: 
Please contact Jill Bentley 97433819 

April Meeting 
Alex Smart  



AB
Em

FM

We
Me
Fe
sp
Ha
(F
Th
Ma
pe
ma
a l
Bo
of 
sta
att
po
Th
Tu
ce
All
of 

Fie
La
We
9.0
Ga
the
cha
sm
co
Ga
We
Ba
the
Th
ne
We
We
join
Ple
pla
wa

Fri

N: 5371542162
mail: friends@f

MBG Logo

e had a goo
elton Botan
ebruary.  Do
poke and h
armer (log
MBG Presid

he downpo
arsh and s
eople feel w
ade of toug
little rain an
otanic Gard

rain on t
ayed fine 
tended. Thu

our down in 
hanks to C
urner and B
elebrate the 
lan Benson 
the Botanic

eld Trip B
ambley Nu
e will leave f
00am and e
ardens at 10
e bus and $
arge of $4 e

maller numbe
in/person fo

ardens. 
e are hoping

allarat Botani
e Ballarat Bo
is is the last
ed to pay ex
e will have
endouree op
n in the shar
ease contact
ace on the b
ant to be part

iends of 

23: Inc No.:A004
fmbg.org.au 

o Launch  

od turnout t
nic Garden
on Nardella 
helped unv
o designe
dent).   

our in the 
some parts 

we would ca
her stuff at 
nd mud put
en had onl
the Wedne
for our la

ursday saw 
Melton Bot

Councillors 
roden Borg
launch.   
took some 

c Garden fo

Ballarat Bo
ursery Sun
from the car 
expect to a

0.00am.  Ch
5 if travelling
each for gro
er at Lamb
or the Frie

g to have a g
c Gardens to

otanic Garden
t day of the 

xtra if you wis
e a picnic
pposite the b
red lunch. 
t Alan Partri

bus and Vern
t of the share

the Melt

450772 

to the logo 
n on Wed
the State M

veil the log
er) and J

afternoon 
of Melton 

ncel the lau
FMBG than

t us off.  Fo
ly received 

esday after
aunch.  T
more than 
anic Garde
Sophie R

 for setting 

 people on 
ollowing the 

otanic Gar
nday Marc
park next to

arrive at Ba
arge is $10 
g by car.  T

oup of 10+ o
bley Nursery
ends of Ba

uide(s) from
o give us an
n also at Lam
Begonia Fe

sh to see the
c lunch alo
botanic gard

idge 9743 5
na Reed 974
ed lunch. 

ton Botan

Friends of th
PO Box 23

launch at th
nesday 10

MP for Melto
go with Sa
ohn Bentl

in Bacch
made som

unch.  We a
n to just to 
ortunately th

about 7 m
rnoon and 
Thirty peop
35mm of ra
n area. 

Ramsey, Bo
time aside 

a guided to
launch. 

rden & 
ch 14th 
o the Library 
allarat Botan

for people 
This includes
or $5 each f
y and a go
allarat Botan

 the Friends 
 update/tour 
mbley Nurse
estival, you w
e Begonias. 
ongside La
dens.  BYO 

761 to book
43 5272 if y

nic Gard
 

he Melton Bota
381, Melton So

 
he 

0th 
on 

am 
ey 

us 
me 
are 
let 
he 

mm 
it 

ple 
ain 

ob 
to 

our 

at 
nic 
on 

s a 
for 
old 
nic 

of 
of 

ry. 
will 

ake 
or 

k a 
you 

S
S

D
m
to
C
ev
im
W
m
pe
T

A
B
fo
as
A
h
M
h
R
w
O
M

M
Ji
m
Ag
th
al
O
M
B
ap
If 
pr

den News

anic Garden
outh, 3338

Support 
Sustainabl

Do you wan
more sustain
o start? 

Climate cha
veryone. S

mprovement
Western Reg
money on b

erformance
his council

 FREE 
and en

 FREE 
 FREE 

exchan
 DISCO

produc
 REBAT

govern
 RELIAB

unders
As a specia

otanic Gar
or each mem
ssessment.

All you hav
ome asse

Melton Bot
eard” field

Register onli
www.envirog
OR call 1300
Melton Botan

Moorabool
ll Bentley g

members of t
ge on Wedn

hey are look
so seeing th

Our presenta
Melton Botan

ulla and the
pproached u
you would l

resentations

sletter - M

FMBG 
e suburbs

nt to save 
nable at hom

ange is now
Sustainable
t program 
gion of Mel
ills by impr

e of your hom
program off
home asse

nergy  
information
light globe a
nge 

OUNTS on a
cts and serv
TES from st
nments 
BLE inform

stand 
al offer fo
dens, Envi
mber who s
  

ve to do is 
essment a
tanic Gard
d. 

ne at: 
group.com.a
0 206 113 
nic Gardens

 U3A 
gave a pres
the Moorabo

nesday 24th F
king at comin
he garden.  
ations help 
ic Garden t

e Bacchus M
s for present
ike to help g
please conta

March 20

and he
s in the W

money on
me but don

w an issue
e Suburbs 

run by co
bourne to h
roving the 
me.    
ffers particip
ssment - wa

 sessions 
and shower

a large varie
vices 
tate and fed

ation that is

r Friends o
rogroup wi
igns up for 

register fo
and select
dens in th

au/sustainab
and mentio

s”. 

entation to 
ool Universi
February.  A
ng to FMBG

get the m
to many peo
Marsh Gard
tations in 20

give or assist
act John or J

010 

Pa
www.fmbg.or

elp crea
est 

n bills and 
’t know whe

e that affe
is a ho

ouncils in 
help you sa
environmen

pants:  
ater, waste 

rhead 

ety of qualit

deral 

s easy to 

of the Mel
ll donate $
the free ho

or your FR
t Friends 

he “How y

blesuburbs
on “Friends

ty of the Th
ll went well a

G meetings a

essage of 
ople.  Both 
en Clubs ha
10. 
t or support 
Jill Bentley. 

age 3 
rg.au 

ate 

be 
ere 

ects 
me 
the 
ave 
ntal 

y 

ton 
$10 
me 

REE 
of 

you 

 
s of 

 

hird 
and 
and 

the 
the 
ave 

the 



AB
Em

Fu
Th
by
Da
of 

We
mo
on
He
fun
fun
20
Th
hop
Ho
the
see
suc
are
alb
 htt

 It 
ren
as 
Pis
ari
ava
spe
on
the
No
an
po
Fu
stu
tre
he
see
bro
a b
ma
wh
fine
tub
ex

Fri

N: 5371542162
mail: friends@f

ungus Fou
he fungus in
y members 
ay.  Do you 
a fist. 

e have had
ost likely so
n wood in wo
ere is a rep
ngi) when 
ngi we hav

009 and 201
hank you for s
pe you enjoy

orse Dropping
e ground is q
ems to enjoy
ch as the ed
e quite chara
bus, and my 
tp://www.elfra

has gone thr
named by bo
Pisolithus al

solithus tincto
ising owing to

vailable from 
ecies found 
ly easily dist

e spores. 
ow, the fungu
d I just don't 
lypore, as su

ungi of that ge
umps, but so
ees, as yours
art-rot in the
ems to have
own, cracked
bulging mass
arked by scra
hat the textur
e, tough but 
be-like pores
tremely sma

iends of 

23: Inc No.:A004
fmbg.org.au 

und – Wha
n the photo
on the FM
know what

d advice fro
ome form of
oodland. 
ly from Bill 
we sent h

ve seen at
10: 
sending in yo
y finding and
g Fungus (or

quite common
y living in cha

dge of roads, 
acteristic of it
page on it is
m.com/fungi/f

rough variou
otanists, and 
lbus, P. arhiz
orius, the se
o the nature 
the fruit bodi
across the g
tinguished by

us on the tree
t know its ide
uggested, bu
eneral appea
me also grow

s appears to 
 tree and its 
 an upper zo
d material un
s of brownish
atching, poss
re is like, whi
velvety feel.

s from which 
ll brown spo

the Melt

450772 

at is it? 
ograph belo

MBG Februa
t it is? It is a

om a mem
f a polypore

Leithhead (
im some p
t the Melto

our images o
d photograph
r ... Dung ...)
n all around 
allenging env
gravel, etc. 

t, and it is ca
s located here
fungipics_p.htm

us processes
is often sho

zus, or very c
cond part of 
of the yellow
ies. There ar

globe, and the
y the microsc

e is more pro
entity. It is ce
ut that is a ve
arance grow 
w as parasite
be doing. Th
slow demise

one of tough,
nderneath wh
h tissue whic
sibly by your
ich is a slight
 That is the s
is issuing mi
res. Species

ton Botan

Friends of th
PO Box 23

ow was foun
ary Clean U
about the siz

mber that it 
e which grow

(an expert o
photos of th
on Botanic 

of fungi, and
hing them. Th
)  growing in 
the world, an
vironments 
Your images

alled Pisolithu
e:- 
ml#pisalb_a 

s of being 
wn in books 
commonly 

f the name 
w-brown dyes
re several 
ey are really 
copic nature 

oblematical, 
rtainly a 

ery broad term
on dead 

es on living 
hat leads to 
e. Your fungu
, blackish-
hich is growin
ch has been 
rself to feel 
tly soft, very 
surface of fin
illions of 

s of polypores

nic Gard
 

he Melton Bota
381, Melton So

nd 
Up 
ze 

 
is 

ws 

on 
he 
in 

I 
he 

nd 

s 
us 

s 

y
of 

m. 

us 

ng 

ne 

s 

lik
ex
ap
O
id
fo
Ph
ht

G
ht
Th
se
gr
sh
m
lin
so
En
m
 
F
F
C
th
T
th

den News

anic Garden
outh, 3338

ke these are 
xamination o
ppearance.

On my web si
dentical exam
ound in my w
hellinus spec
ttp://www.elfra

Ganoderma a
ttp://www.elfra
he latter grow
een in the ab
rowing with a
hown in your

most likely spe
nk shows the
ometimes. 
njoy your ph

more fungi thi

MBG Clea
ifteen volun

Clean Up Da
he last clea
hings are 

hanks to the

The pi

Attila Kap
1 The Lough

sletter - M

identifiable m
of the spores

ite, slightly si
mples of polyp
web site as fo
cies:- 
am.com/fungi/f

ustrale:-  
am.com/fungi/f
ws in a varie
bove link, and
a bulging-out
r photograph
ecies. The fir
e upper crack

otography, a
is autumn, th

an Up Day
nteers turne
ay.  There 
an up we d

now lookin
e efforts of t

The clean u

ile of rubbish i

tiany’s Ope
h Crt, Narre W

March 20

mainly by mi
, together wi

imilar, but pro
ypores like th
ollows:- 

fungipics_o.ht

fungipics_h.ht
ety of variable
d I'm sure I'v
t fertile surfa

h, So I'd go fo
rst two image
ked surface t

and may you
he main seas

y with Wat
ed out for 
was plenty 
id was in O
ng tidier in
these volunt

up volunteers 

including one 

en Garden
Warren North

010 

Pa
www.fmbg.or

icroscopic 
ith the gener

robably not 
ese can be 

tml#phellsp_a

tml#ganaust_a
e forms, as 
ve seen it 
ce such as is

or calling it th
es in the abo
that develops

u find some 
son. 

terwatch 
our first 20
of rubbish 

October 20
n the Gard
teers. 

old bike 

 April 10-12
h Me.109:A1

age 4 
rg.au 

ral 

a  

s 
he 
ove 
s 

010 
as 

09.  
den 

 

 

2 
10



AB
Em

Br
We
to 
Ga
Be
(no
Th
fou
me
nu
ha
qu
su
Me
Fri

Jo

All
dis
pla
We
 
 
Gr
Vi
Ou
ne
vo
an

Inf
FM
Fri
Se
Gr

Fri

N: 5371542162
mail: friends@f

roadmead
e received 
give a pre

arden on Tu
entley gave 
o air conditi

hey were a 
und all gard
embers a
umbers bein
ave 70 m
uestions wa
bstantial a
elton Botan
iends. 

ohn presenting

l went well, 
scussion.  
anning a vis
e received a

rants 
sion for W
ur major ac
ext two mon
lunteers an

nd spraying.

formation a
MBG websit
iends hand

edge (Cype
row the Gar

iends of 

23: Inc No.:A004
fmbg.org.au 

dows and D
an invitatio
esentation 
uesday 9th 
the presen

ioning in the
great group
dening folk

attending 
ng a little lo
members) 
as around 5
amount of 
nic Garden

g to the Broad

with good f
They wish

sit. 
a $30 dona

Werribee P
ctivity for th
nths is for h
nd to pay 
.  

bout the gr
te. 
d weeded 
rus eragros
rden Day. 

the Melt

450772 

District Ga
on from the 

on the Me
February.  

ntation on v
e hall). 
p of people

k – there w
(they apo

ow as they 
– presen

50 minutes 
time to 

n and the 

dmeadows and

feedback, q
h us well. 

ation for FM

Plains (V4W
he V4WP g
hand weedi
for contrac

 
rant can be 

and bagg
stis) at the 

ton Botan

Friends of th
PO Box 23

arden Clu
Garden Clu

elton Botan
Jill and Joh

very hot nig

e, as we hav
ere about 4
ologised f
can regula
ntation pl
which was
promote th
work of th

 
d District grou

questions an
 Some a

BG. 

WP) 
rant over th
ing by FMB
ctor weedin

found on th

ged Umbre
12th Februa

nic Gard
 

he Melton Bota
381, Melton So

b 
ub 
nic 
hn 

ght 

ve 
40 
for 
rly 
us 

s a 
he 
he 

up 

nd 
are 

he 
BG 
ng 

he 

lla 
ary 

A
G
T
B
S
R
T
F
co
at
T
in
va
S
Le
M
re
th
ga
 
B

A

 
R
th
S
If 
kn
ac
W
fo
C
19
co
$
co
to
A
F
20
 

den News

anic Garden
outh, 3338

Associatio
Gardens C

he confere
otanic Gard
hire of We

Rural City Co
he conferen
MBG are 
onference.
ttending and
he program

nteresting 
arious garde
peakers w
ecturer, D

Managemen
esponsible f
he "over 
ardens.  

Brief Outline
Fri.21st Ma
(if numbers
6.00pm Civ
Sat.22nd M
morning se
AIB Garden
Sun.23rd M
Early birds
afternoon r
Mon.24th M
of environ
River  

Registration 
he website. 
ee: www.fri
you are in

now.  Som
ccommodat

We have p
orms if anyo

Cost per per
9th March
onference d
12, Sunday
onference 
our $25. 

Alex Smart 
riends of Bo
010 meeting

sletter - M

n of Frien
onference
nce is host
dens Mildu
entworth C
ouncil.  
nce theme i

giving a
A number 
d have regi
m includes
and innov
ens.  

will include 
Division of 

t, Univers
for the rese
50's" of v

e of Progra
ay Pre -con
s sufficient) 
vic Receptio
May 8.30am
essions, aft
ns tours  
May 8.15 B
s walk, se
iver trip  
May Post C
mental inte

forms and 
 
iendsbotani
nterested in
me member
tion at vario
rinted infor

one would li
rson is $120
h.  Extras
dinner $48, 
y afternoon
tour $100 

President 
otanic Gard
g. 

March 20

ds of Bota
e 2010 May
ted by Frie
ra and sup

Council and

is Secrets o
a presenta

of FMBG 
stered. 

s short pre
vative deve

Dr Gary C
Business

sity of S
earch on th
volunteering

am:  
ference tou
 

on, Alfred D
m Saturday
ternoon dis

reakfast at 
essions, AG

Conference 
erest along

details are

icgardens.o
n attending 
rs have alr
ous location
rmation an
ke to consid
0 but only $
s per pe
breakfast i

n river cru
and a po

of the A
den will spe

 

010 

Pa
www.fmbg.or

anic 
y 21st-23rd

ends of Inla
pported by 
d the Mildu

of the Mallee
ation at 
members a

esentations 
elopments 

Crilley, Sen
s, School 
SA. Gary
he benefits 
g in bota

ur in local ar

Deakin Cent
y Registrati
scussions a

AIB Garde
GM, Optio

tour to plac
g the Mur

e available 

org/events.h
please let 

ready book
ns in Mildura
nd registrat
der attendin
$90 if paid 
erson inclu
n the garde
ise $25, p

ost-conferen

Association 
ak at our A

age 5 
rg.au 

d  
and 
the 
ura 

e. 
the 
are 

of 
in 

nior 
of 
is 

for 
anic 

rea 

re  
on, 

and 

ns, 
nal 

ces 
rray 

on 

htm   
us 

ked 
a. 
tion 
ng.   
by 

ude 
ens 
pre-
nce 

of 
April 



Friends of the Melton Botanic Garden Newsletter - March 2010 
 

ABN: 53715421623: Inc No.:A00450772 Friends of the Melton Botanic Garden Page 6 
Email: friends@fmbg.org.au PO Box 2381, Melton South, 3338 www.fmbg.org.au 

 
 
 
Membership  
Renewals are due by July 1st – Have you renewed? 

Please encourage some new memberships from your 
friends and family.  We currently have over 130 
members for 2009-2010 and 5 corporate members. 
Single-$10, Single concession or student-$5, 
Household/Concession-$20/$10, Associate-$20, 
Corporate-$50 
New memberships are approved each month at the 
Executive meeting. 
Please call Jill 9743 3819 for information or to drop in 
a payment.  If you are housebound we can arrange to 
collect your payment and form. 
 

 
2010 Calendar 
Our major speaker for 2010 is John Patrick from 
ABC Gardening Australia. He will be with us in 
September.  Another great speaker is John Arnott 
Director of the Royal Melbourne Botanic Gardens 
Cranbourne in Melbourne. 
We are planning to have speakers present on some 
of the planned themed garden beds in the Melton 
Botanic Garden.  Barb Pye will give us a glimpse of 
the arid plants of Australia following their recent trip 
to South Australia and NT.  Barb will also be with us 
in March on plants we can propagate for the Melton 
Botanic Garden.  Cathy Powers will present on West 
Australian plants as seen on Cathy’s and Ron’s trip to 
Western Australia. 
Please get a copy of the calendar from the website or 
at meeting. 
 

FMBG Corporate Members 2009 / 2010 
 
Melton Home Timber and Hardware 
45 Reserve Road, Melton, VIC 3337  
Ph: (03) 9743 5033 
Manager: Ken Morton  
 
Melton Produce 
38-42 Brooklyn Road, Melton South, Vic. 3338 
Ph: (03) 9743 5201 
Manager: Peter Earl 
 
Satellite City Furniture 
358 High Street Melton, VIC, 3337 
Ph: 03 9743 4749 or 9743 6205 
 
SOV Consulting 
Melton VIC 3337 
Ph: (03) 9746 7558  
Manager: Con Nikakis  
Email: nikakisc@gmail.com  
 
Western Land Services 
20 Collins Road, Melton, VIC 3337  
p: (03) 9747 0855 f: (03) 9747 9593 
http://www.westernland.com.au  
 
 

Your Committee 
President:  John Bentley (9743 3819) 
Vice-President:  Allan Benson (9746 6641) 
Treasurer:  Margaret Peters (5367 3328) 
Secretary:  Janet Dyke (9743 2733) 
Assistant Secretary: Alan Partridge (9743 5761) 
Executive members: Jill Bentley (9743 3819) 

Dave Peters(5367 3328) 
Safety Officer: Dave Peters (5367 3328) 

 
 
If you have stories or photographs 
from activities in the Melton 
Botanic Garden please send them 
to: editor@fmbg.org.au  
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Newsletter: 
Editor: John Bentley (9743 3819) 
Email: editor@fmbg.org.au 
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